THE 

EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE 

AND 

MISSIONARY  CHRONICLE. 


FOR  JUNE,  1828. 


Remote 

OF 

THE  LATE  MR.  JOHN  BARLING, 

Of  Weymouth. 


The  lives  of  private  Christians, 
who  have  filled  useful  stations  in  the 
Church  of  Christ,  may  sometimes  be 
as  worthy  of  a  memorial  as  those  of 
faithful  and  laborious  ministers.  The 
prosperity  of  a  Christian  Society  de¬ 
pends,  under  the  divine  blessing',  as 
much  upon  the  piety  of  its  members 
as  the  zeal  of  its  officers :  and  since 
those  who  are  in  private  stations  are 
much  more  numerous  than  those  who 
are  in  official ;  whatever  exhibits  the 
character  of  a  consistent  and  exem¬ 
plary  private  Christian  is  eminently 
calculated  to  promote  the  cause  of 
vital  religion,  by  presenting  an  ex¬ 
ample  which  a  large  number  of  per¬ 
sons  may  attempt  to  imitate.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  the  deficiencies  of  this 
unpretending  notice  of  the  life  of  one 
who  was  much  esteemed,  it  will  have 
this  advantage; — that  every  excellence 
which  is  exhibited  may  be  regarded 
as  within  the  sphere  of  every  Chris¬ 
tian’s  attainment  or  pursuit,  and  that 
the  exhortation  may  be  addressed  to 
every  reader, — “  Go  thou,  and  do 
likewise.” 

At  the  same  time  it  is  presumed 
that  there  was  a  combination  of  ex- 
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cellencies  in  the  subject  of  this  Me¬ 
moir,  which  is  not  very  frequently 
met  with ;  since  the  number  of  his 
acquaintances,  the  respect  in  which 
he  was  held,  and  the  degree  of  his 
usefulness,  were  much  greater  than 
could  have  been  expected  from  the 
situation  which  he  filled,  and  from  his 
retiring  and  unostentatious  habits. 

Mr.  John  Barling  rwjs  born  Feb. 
18,  1756,  at  Yeovil,  in  Somersetshire. 
Some  of  his  ancestors  were  eminently 
pious,  and  were  members  of  the  In¬ 
dependent  Church  at  Rumsey.  His 
parents  brought  him  up  in  industry 
and  sobriety,  but  they  were  unac¬ 
quainted  at  that  period  with  the 
nature  and  influence  of  real  religion. 
They  removed,  in  an  early  part  of 
their  son’s  life,  to  the  village  of  Up- 
way,  near  Weymouth.  This  neigh¬ 
bourhood  was  at  that  time  favoured 
with  the  labours  of  zealous  preachers 
belonging  to  the  connexion  of  the 
late  Countess  of  Huntingdon.  One 
of  his  elder  sisters  was  accustomed, 
when  she  had  an  opportunity,  to 
attend  the  ministry  of  these  excellent 
men,  and  was  very  much  impressed 
with  their  faithful  addresses.  After 
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*ome  objections,  Mr.  B.  was  persuaded 
to  accompany  her.  The  first  sermon 
which  he  heard,  was  preached  by 
Mr.  Ellis  in  the  open  air,  in  the 
village  of  Broad  May ne  ;  it  was,  by 
the  divine  blessing,  the  means  of 
fixing  his  attention  on  the  subject  of 
religion,  of  exciting  anxious  inquiries 
concerning  the  way  of  salvation,  and 
of  inducing  him,  at  the  early  age  of 
sixteen,  to  devote  himself  entirely  to 
the  service  of  God.  This  is  one  in¬ 
stance,  among  many  thousands,  which 
should  encourage  the  servants  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  follow  his  example, 
by  preaching  in  the  villages.  They 
may  not  know  here  how  useful  they 
have  been,  but  they  shall  know,  to 
the  increase  of  their  happiness,  here¬ 
after. 

His  first  religious  impressions  were 
Very  deep.  Exceedingly  depressed 
with  the  view  of  his  lost  condition, 
then  first  discovered  to  him,  and  al¬ 
most  overwhelmed  with  fear,  a  very 
high  degree  of  peace  and  joy  per¬ 
vaded  his  mind,  when  he  began  to 
entertain  the  hope  that  God,  for 
Christ’s  sake,  would  forgive  him.  In 
a  letter,  which  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  he  wrote  to  a  young  lady, 
alluding  to  this  period,  he  says, 

u  I  was  accustomed,  when  I  was  first  led 
to  think  seriously  of  my  soul,  to  imagine 
that  there  was  no  one  so  unlikely  as  myself 
to  partake  of  grace,  and  have  often  thought 
that  it  would  not  be  so  wonderful  if  the 
whole  world  were  saved,  as  it  would  be  if  I 
were.  This  made  the  favour  appear  so  mar¬ 
vellously  great,  when  I  was  first  permitted 
to  hope  that  the  Lord  was  mine.  I  can 
never  forget  it.  The  recollection  of  it, 
though  so  many  years  ago,  generally  affords 
new  pleasure. 

“  Glory  to  God,  who  stoops  his  throne, 
That  dust  and  worms  may  seeT ; 

And  brings  a  glimpse  of  glory  down 
Around  his  sacred  feet.” 

It  was  at  the  time,  probably,  to 
which  he  here  refers,  that  he  came 
from  devotional  exercises  to  his  home, 
with  his  countenance  beaming  with 
joy;  and  unable  to  repress  the  rap¬ 
ture  which  he  felt  within,  he  repeat¬ 
edly  exclaimed,  ((  I  have  found 


Christ.”  His  parents  were  much 
surprised  and  alarmed ;  but  though 
they  thought  him  mad,  the  steadiness 
and  uprightness  of  his  behaviour, 
during  the  whole  of  liis  life  after¬ 
wards,  evinced  that  he  spoke  the 
words  of  truth  and  soberness. 

This  important  change,  which  grace 
wrought  in  his  mind,  caused  him 
immediately  to  be  a  companion  of 
those  who  feared  God,  and  to  prize 
all  the  ordinances  of  Divine  appoint¬ 
ment.  At  first  he  heard  the  Gospel, 
wherever  he  could  listen  to  the  joyful 
sound,  from  ministers  of  any  deno¬ 
mination  ;  and  to  the  close  of  his  life 
spoke  with  respect  and  affection  of 
some  pious  clergymen  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  whose  ministry  he  occa¬ 
sionally  attended.  He  often  walked 
a  considerable  distance  to  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  hearing  God’s  word;  but 
after  a  little  while  he  regarded  it  as 
more  beneficial  to  belong  to  a  regularly 
organized  church  of  Christ.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  was  admitted  as  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Church  at  Wey¬ 
mouth,  then  under  the  pastoral  care 
of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Wilkins,  with 
which  he  continued  connected  until 
his  death. 

Devotional  exercises  possessed,  in 
his  esteem,  a  charm  above  every 
thing  else.  He  by  no  means  ap¬ 
proved  the  opinion  which  many  per¬ 
sons  appear  to  adopt,  that  to  listen 
to  preaching  is  the  principal  design 
for  which  we  are  invited  to  the  house 
of  God.  Prayer  and  praise  he  al¬ 
ways  regarded  as  the  most  important 
engagements  of  public  worship.  The 
breathings  of  devotional  fervour  were 
always  sure  to  awaken  a  kindred 
spirit  within  him ;  and  he  desired,  in 
the  ministers  of  the  sanctuary,  sim¬ 
plicity,  earnestness,  and  copiousness 
in  prayer,  at  least  as  much  as  talents 
in  public  preaching.  It  was  on  this 
account  that  he  felt  so  much  attached 
to  social  prayer  meetings,  and  notices 
one  particularly  in  his  diary. 

“  August  15,  1788.— Attended  a  prayer 
meeting,  which  I  think  outdid  every  thiog  of 


MR.  JOHN  BARLING, 


tile  kind  I  ere r  knew.  Surely  the  Lord  was 
with  us  of  a  truth.  Glory  be  to  his  dear 
name.  Now  it  is  good  to  hear  him.  O 
that  I  may  never  mistrust  him  more.  The 
next  morning  was  waked  from  sleep  by  an 
awful  dream.  I  was  quite  alarmed ;  it  seemed 
that  the  Great  Day  of  the  Lord  was  come. 
It  made  me  cry  to  the  Lord  that  I  might  be 
able  to  stand.  Secret  prayer  was  sweet; 
indeed  my  soul  was  melted  within  me  ;  it 
seemed  that  I  could  desire  nothing,  God  was 
all  in  all.  Lord,  if  these  are  the  effects  of 
meetings  for  social  prayer,  let  me  ever  be 
found  in  that  exercise ! ” 

The  desire  which  he  here  expresses 
was  fulfilled :  whoever  might  neg¬ 
lect  to  attend  prayer  meetings,  he 
was  sure  to  be  present  ;  for  many 
years  he  was  accounted  the  leader 
and  principal  supporter  of  these  im¬ 
portant  religious  services,  and  he 
continued  to  attend  on  them  until 
within  a  very  few  days  of  his  death. 
It  cost  him,  indeed,  a  severe  effort  to 
shake  off  his  natural  timidity  by  en¬ 
gaging  in  prayer  before  others.  He 
mentions  in  his  diary,  with  much 
humility  and  yet  with  evident  plea¬ 
sure,  the  first  attempt  of  the  kind 
which  he  made ;  and  all  who  have 
witnessed  the  Scriptural  expression, 
the  copiousness,  the  suitableness,  and 
the  seriousness,  of  his  prayers,  have 
admired  the  talent  which  was  com¬ 
municated  to  him,  and  which  he  so 
diligently  improved. 

It  was,  however,  from  private  de¬ 
votion  that  he  obtained  this  valuable 
talent,  and  by  this  he  was  remark¬ 
ably  distinguished.  A  very  hum¬ 
bling  sense  of  his  own  unworthiness, 
and  a  consciousness  of  his  inability 
to  do  anything  good  of  himself, 
caused  him  to  spend  a  very  consi¬ 
derable  portion  of  his  time  in  secret 
supplication  to  his  God.  He  was, 
indeed,  a  man  of  prayer.  When  oc¬ 
cupied  with  his  daily  employments, 
his  heart  was  engaged  in  devout 
aspirations ;  and  he  has  declared,  that 
in  the  outbuildings  of  his  father  s  pre¬ 
mises,  he  had  spent  some  of  the  hap¬ 
piest  hours  of  his  life.  He  retired, 
in  great  measure,  from  the  active 
business  of  life,  at  a  period  compa* 
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ratively  early^  so  that  he  had  much 
time,  as  well  as  inclination,  to  en¬ 
gage  in  this  delightful  employment. 
With  David,  he  said,  “  Morning  and 
evening,  and  at  noon  day,  will  I 
praise  thee,  because  of  thy  righteous 
judgments.” 

His  prayers  in  the  family  were 
frequently  very  striking.  His  chil¬ 
dren  cannot  easily  forget  how  ear¬ 
nestly  he  presented  petitions  for 
them, — often  mentioning  them  by 
name,  and  entering  so  much  into  the 
feelings  of  every  individual,  and 
asking  blessings  which  were  so  ex¬ 
actly  appropriate,  that  the  mind  was 
almost  irresistibly  impressed.  '  It  was 
always  his  custom  to  have  his  chil¬ 
dren  alone  with  him,  between  the 
afternoon  and  evening1,  services  of  the 
Lord’s  day :  he  then  used  every 
method  to  impress  and  to  allure  the 
youthful  mind;  he  endeavoured  to 
ascertain  the  exact  state  of  every  one 
of  his  children  with  respect  to  reli¬ 
gion  ;  and  he  was  exceedingly  re¬ 
joiced  when  he  could  induce  any  of 
them  to  unite  their  prayers  with  his 
own  before  the  throne  of  grace.  Nor 
was  his  care  of  bringing  up  his 
children  in  the  nurture  and  admo¬ 
nition  of  the  Lord  confined  to  the 
Sabbath — it  was  his  daily  anxiety ; 
few,  perhaps,  acted  more  uniformly  on 
the  plan  adopted  and  recommended 
by  the  late  Rev.  T.  Scott,  “  Let  it  be 
seen  by  your  children,  that  you  seek 
for  them  first  the  kingdom  of  God.” 

He  never  appeared  to  be  in  his 
element,  unless  he  had  frequent  op¬ 
portunities  of  visiting  and  praying 
with  the  afflicted.  He  particularly 
delighted  in  visiting  the  people  of 
God  in  their  sorrows.  Ry  the  dying 
bed  of  a  believer  he  fondly  lingered, — 
desirous  of  affording  some  assistance 
and  consolation  in  the  last  struggle* 
of  rendering  himself  familiar  with  the 
thought  of  his  own  solemn  change, 
and  of  cherishing  those  desires  which 
his  friends  thought  he  often  indulged 
too  fondly,  of  departing  and  being 
with  Christ*  On  such  occasions  he 
v  2 
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spoke  and  prayed  not  merely  with  a 
desire  to  benefit  the  sufferer ;  he  re¬ 
garded  the  relatives  and  attendants, 
particularly  those  who  were  young-. 
He  considered  that  the  sorrows  of 
human  life,  and  the  contemplation  of 
the  mortality  of  our  nature,  soften 
the  heart  and  render  it  more  fit,  like 
the  moistened  soil,  to  receive  the  good 
seed.  There  is  every  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  several  persons  have  had 
occasion  to  bless  God,  that  he  has 
made  their  being  with  Mr.  B.,  in  a 
sick  chamber,  the  means  of  their  con¬ 
version. 

It  arose,  in  great  measure,  from 
his  fervour  in  prayer,  that  he  had 
such  an  extensive  acquaintance  among 
serious  persons.  Most  pious  persons 
who  knew  him,  desired  an  interest  in 
his  petitions ;  and  many  of  this  cha¬ 
racter,  and  some  belonging  to  noble 
families,  esteemed  it  a  privilege  to 
visit  him,  in  order  that  they  might 
bow  their  knees  with  him  before  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

His  dwelling,  for  many  years,  w'as 
very  near  the  place  of  worship  where 
he  constantly  attended  :  and  having 
free  access  to  it  at  all  times,  he  em¬ 
braced  the  privilege  of  going  there 
that  he  might  enjoy  complete  retire¬ 
ment.  The  coldest  winter  mornings 
could  not  deter  him  from  repairing 
very  early  to  this  beloved  place. 
The  reader  may,  perhaps,  remember 
the  glowing  manner  in  which  Dr. 
Doddridge  describes  his  enjoyments, 
when,  on  particular  days  dedicated 
to  devotion,  he  retired  for  its  undis¬ 
turbed  exercise  to  the  vestry  of  his 
Meeting-house.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
B.  cannot  but  regret  that  he  left  no 
memorial  of  his  feelings  on  these 
favoured  occasions,  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  life ;  which  would,  doubt¬ 
less,  have  been  a  similar  testimony 
to  the  truth  of  the  Psalmist’s  decla¬ 
ration,  “It  is  good  for  me  to  draw 
nigh  unto  God,” 

The  general  tone  of  his  mind  was 
reflective,  serious,  and  pensive.  The 


great  realities  of  eternity,  seemed  in 
general  rather  to  affect  him  with  their 
importance,  than  to  attract  him  with 
their  splendour.  Knowing  much  of 
himself  and  of  human  nature,  he  had 
constantly  a  dread  of  being  deceived 
in  his  hopes.  He  has  often  spoken 
with  a  holy  trembling  concerning 
Moses,  who  wras  excluded  from  an 
earthly  Canaan  for  uttering  an  un¬ 
advised  word.  Sin,  in  every  form, 
was  the  object  of  bis  abhorrence. 
Firmly  attached  to  the  glorious  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Gospel,  lie  was  exceed- 
ingly  jealous  of  himself  and  others, 
lest  they  should  he  abused.  He  was 
so  frequent  in  urging  all  with  whom 
he  conversed  not  to  be  satisfied  with¬ 
out  a  strong  evidence  of  their  being 
in  a  state  of  grace,  that  he  was  cen¬ 
sured  by  some  as  encouraging  doubt ; 
hut,  although  this  was  the  general 
character  of  his  mind,  he  was  not  a 
stranger  to  pure  and  elevated  joy,  as 
we  shall  find  exemplified  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extract  from  his  diary. 

“  I  was  reading  on  the  sealing  of  the 
Spirit :  I  begged  earnestly  of  the  Lord  that 
he  would  favour  me  with  that  wonderful 
blessing.  I  thought,  as  sealing  follows  be¬ 
lieving,  if  I  could  believe,  I  should  enjoy  it. 
The  things  that  faith  hath  to  do  with,  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  so  glorious  as  I  was  addressing 
the  Lord ;  and  recollecting  some  of  his 
dealings  with  me,  I  said,  ‘  I  will  believe.’ 
Then  a  sense  of  my  unworthiness,  vileness, 
and  unprofitableness,  crowded  into  my  mind ; 
but  I  thought  I  will  go  as  one  of  the  meanest 
and  the  least  of  all.  I  had  read  that  the 
promises  are  Yea  and  Amen  in  Christ,  and 
the  very  nature  of  a  promise  is  a  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  love,  an  intention  of  bestowing  some 
good  and  removing  some  evil.  My  little 
faith  began  then  to  bud  forth,  and  I  w’as  en¬ 
abled  to  hope,  notwithstanding  all  my  fears, 
that  I  should  not  go  back.  I  think  1  said, 

‘  Lord,  1  know  1  shall  not!’  That  text 
came  so  sweet  to  my  mind.  ( Being  con¬ 
fident  of  this  very  thing,’  <fec.  He  gave 
me  to  see  the  excellency  of  the  precious 
truths  of  the  Scripture,  in  such  a  manner, 
that  made  me  willing  to  give  up  all  that  I 
ever  held  most  dear,— knowing  that  a  little 
faith  in  him  would  more  than  counter¬ 
balance  the  loss.  In  some  such  manner  I 
expressed  myself,  I  hope  in  sincerity,  ‘  Lord, 
il  it  should  please  thee,  if  thou  shouldest  be 
honoured  and  glorified  by  my  trials,  then  let 
me  go  through  fire  $  yea,  through  hell  itself.’ 
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The  things  of  this  life  shrank  into  vanity, 
and  God  seemed  to  be  all  in  all.  A  sweet 
verse  then  struck  my  mind; — 

‘  My  God,  and  can  a  humble  child, 

That  loves  thee  with  a  flame  so  high, 

Be  ever  from  thy  face  exil’d, 

Without  the  pity  of  thine  eye  V 

I  could  then  believe  that  word  which  fol¬ 
lows —  ‘  Impossible  !’  Glory  be  1o  his  name  ! 
I  was  in  a  retired  place,  but  I  wanted  to  get 
into  a  cave  of  the  earth,  if  I  could,  out  of 
the  sight  of  any  mortal,  that  I  might  get 
nearer  to  my  God.  I  would  bless  and  praise 
thy  name,  O  Lord,  for  evermore,  for  thy 
great  mercies  towards  me.  O  help  me  to 
trust  thy  promises,  and  to  this  end  give  me 
more  knowledge  of  thyself,  thy  power, 
grace,  and  love  !,; 

This  was  not  a  singular  instance 
in  his  experience.  It  has  been  occa¬ 
sionally  hinted  by  him  to  some  of  his 
most  intimate  friends,  but  with  much 
modesty,  that  on  one  particular  day 
he  enjoyed  such  a  manifestation  of 
the  Divine  favour  as  amounted  to  ec¬ 
stasy,  and  the  impression  of  which 
could  never  be  erased  from  his  mind. 
He  annually  kept  that  day  with  pecu¬ 
liar  seriousness,  as  the  memorial  of 
the  goodness  of  God  to  him. 

The  energy  of  his  desires  for  spi¬ 
ritual  blessings  will  be  evident  from 
the  following  extract. 

u  I  am  still  fearful  the  Lord  will  with¬ 
draw  ;  I  thought,  just  now,  if  he  did,  I 
would,  if  I  could  hold  him  so  fast,  that  he 
should  draw  me  after  him.  Lord,  if  it  be 
so,  then  go  where  thou  pleasest.  O  pardon 
this  freeness.  But  I  find  I  must  enjoy  thee 
here  or  in  heaven.  I  cannot  live  without 
thee  ;  thy  glory  and  grace  have  eclipsed  en¬ 
tirely  all  terrene  things.  Do  not— do  not, 
O  my  Lord,  raise  these  insatiable  longings 
to  enjoy  thee,  and  let  me  be  disappointed. 
No,  rather  draw  nearer  and  nearer  to  me, 
till  I  am  wholly  swallowed  up  in  thee,  and 
made  perfectly  like  tliee.  Shine  forth  with 
all  thy  assimilating  beams,  my  dear  Lord 
Jesus.  Watch  over,  guard,  guide,  deliver, 
sanctify,  and  preserve  me,  this  day,  and  for 
ever,  for  thy  mercy’s  sake,  Amen  !  Bless 
the  Lord,  O  my  soul  l” 

Mr.  Barling  passed  through  many 
trials,  of  which  the  removal  ot  his 
first  wife  was  the  most  keenly  felt. 
He  had  been  united,  for  nearly  two 
years,  with  one  whose  sentiments 
accorded  with  his  own*  and  who  pos* 


sessed  a  large  measure  of  his  confi¬ 
dence  and  affection.  She  survived 
the  birth  of  her  lirst  child  only  a  few 
hours ;  the  child  also  was  taken  away. 
This  shock  came  upon  him  so  sud¬ 
denly  and  unexpectedly,  that  he  was 
almost  overwhelmed.  The  principal 
part  of  the  diary  which  he  left  de¬ 
scribes  the  state  of  his  feelings  soon 
after  that  event ;  and  it  shows  how 
keenly  he  felt  the  anguish  of  being 
separated  from  his  dearest  earthly 
friend.  Though  the  loss  was  after¬ 
wards  in  some  degree  replaced,  he* 
never  could  forget  the  impression 
arising  from  this  rending  in  sunder 
the  bonds  of  his  early  attachment. 
Even  on  the  very  last  anniversary  of 
her  death,  the  1st  of  April,  when 
engaging  in  the  morning  family  wor¬ 
ship,  without  being  conscious  of  it 
himself,  his  expressions  plainly  evinc¬ 
ed  how  much  his  mind  was,  even  then, 
affected  with  this  trial.  He,  however, 
could  say,  “  It  is  good  for  me  to  have 
been  afflicted.”  He  often  said,  that 
after  this  bereavement,  he  was  en¬ 
abled  to  shake  off  that  reserve  and 
timidity  which  he  before  felt,  and  to 
speak  more  freely  on  religious  sub¬ 
jects.  He  refers  to  the  improvement 
which  he  derived  from  this  affliction 
on  the  commencement  of  the  year 
after  his  beloved  partner  was  re¬ 
moved. 

“  January,  1788. — Another  year  com¬ 
menced.  Lord,  humble  me  for  my  many 
sins,  especially  for  my  complaint  and  re¬ 
pining  under  the  cross.  I  hope  I  find  out  of 
the  eater  comes  forth  meat,  and  out  of  the 
strong  comes  sweetness.  This  evening  I 
went  to  Dorchester  in  the  dark,  to  attend 
divine  worship.  I  cannot  express  how  joyful 
my  soul  was.  Surely,  thought  I,  I  am  happier 
than  a  prince  upon  his  throne,  unless  he  knew 
Jesus.  Though  the  road,  the  weather,  and 
the  darkness  would,  at  other  times,  have 
made  me  uncomfortable,  I  tho  ught  I  could 
stay  out  all  night.  Surely  ail  the  carnal 
delights  on  earth  could  not  have  constituted 
such  happiness.” 

Again,  after  expressing  tbe  plea¬ 
sure  which  he  felt  in  hearing  Mr. 
Mills  preach  from  Zech.  iii.  12,  he 


MEMOIR  OF 


238- 

“  I  hoped  the  Lord  had  refined  me  by  my 
fiery  trials ;  and  Mr.  Mills  observed,  that  some¬ 
times  the  Lord  did  prepare  his  people,  by  them, 
for  some  eminent  service.  O  that  be  would 
count  me  worthy !  If  thou  wouldest,  O 
Lord,  qualify  me  for  anything  whatever,  so 
that  thy  glory  may  be  promoted,  I  hope  I 
say  from  my  heart,  ‘  Here  am  I,  send  me.’ 
O  baptize  me  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  with 
fire  !  But  this  seems  to  be  too  bold.  Par¬ 
don  me,  I  beseech  thee ;  but  if  thou  dost 
make  use  of  such  as  I  am,  sure  the  whole 
glory  must  be  thine.” 

After  some  time  lie  again  entered 
into  the  marriage  state,  and  was  hap¬ 
pily  united  with  that  true  piety  which 
he  valued  above  all  earthly  posses¬ 
sions.  A  little  after  this  period,  in 
the  year  1792,  he  removed  to  Wey¬ 
mouth.  His 'second  wife  died  in  the 
year  1799,  leaving  behind  her  three 
children,  then  too  young  to  know  the 
loss  which  they  sustained  by  the  re¬ 
moval  of  such  a  mother.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  recollect  enough  to  cause  them 
to  venerate  her  memory ;  and  every 
thing  which  they  have  heard  of  her 
convinces  them  of  her  worth.  Mr. 
13.  had  previously  to  his  union  with 
her,  been  much  troubled  with  scep¬ 
tical  thoughts ;  but  the  unshaken  faith 
which  she  displayed  in  the  great 
truths  of  Revelation,  in  great  mea¬ 
sure  removed  his  doubts.  Her  cha¬ 
racter  was  distinguished  by  sterling 
piety,  great  mildness  of  disposition, 
much  willingness  to  concur  in  every 
effort  to  do  good,  and  exemplary  pa¬ 
tience  under  long  continued  and 
severe  suffering.  Oh !  that  the  ex¬ 
cellences  of  both  their  now  sainted 
parents  may  descend  upon  those 
who  have  derived  from  them  their 
being. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1800, 
he  again  entered  into  the  conjugal 
relation,  still  attending  to  the  apos¬ 
tolic  injunction  to  marry  in  the  Lord, 
Ten  children  wTere  the  fruit  of  this 
union,  eight  of  whom,  with  their 
mother,  survive  him. 

It  may  be  proper  to  take  a  little 
more  distinct  notice  of  a  very  pro¬ 
minent  feature  in  his  character— his 
desires  and  efforts  to  be  useful.  He 


had,  indeed,  the  spirit  of  a  missionary; 
and  though  not  permitted  to  engage 
in  public  services,  to  advance  the 
cause  of  true  religion,  he  has  no 
doubt  received  the  commendation,  “  It 
was  well  that  it  was  in  thy  heart.” 

“  I  know  not,”  says  he,  “  that  ever  I  was 
more  desirous  of  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  in 
foreign  parts ;  and  if  I  may  be  bold  to  speak, 
or  to  write,  my  mind,  I  found  an  earnest  de¬ 
sire,  if  it  were  the  Lord’s  will,  to  go  among 
them,  and  tell  them  what  little  I  know  of 
the  dear  Lord  Jesus ;  though  there  is  seldom 
a  day  in  which  I  have  not  fears,  lest  I  should 
not  be  found  right  at  last.  Yet  I  want  to 
be  wholly  in  the  Lord’s  band,  to  live  to  him, 
and  to  serve  him  all  my  days.” 

Several  features  in  his  character 
may  be  alluded  to  in  few  words. 
His  benevolence  much  increased  with 
his  declining  years,  and  was  some¬ 
times  displayed  by  considerable  acts 
of  generosity.  He  was  very  careful 
not  to  speak  evil  of  any  one,  and 
the  proverb  of  Solomon  was  strik¬ 
ingly  exemplified  in  him — “  As  the 
north  wind  driveth  away  rain,  so 
doth  an  angry  countenance  a  back¬ 
biting  tongue.”  Sin  could  not  pass 
unreproved  in  his  presence ;  and  this 
faithfulness  united  with  uncommon 
strictness  in  his  manners,  exposed 
him  to  frequent  ridicule,  and,  in  the 
early  part  of  his  life,  to  considerable 
persecution. 

He  often  endeavoured  to  enlarge 
his  sphere  of  usefulness,  by  epistolary 
correspondence,  believing  that  letters 
of  a  religious  nature  were  calculated 
to  promote  the  advantage  of  those  to 
whom  they  were  addressed.  Some¬ 
times  he  would  correspond  with  esta¬ 
blished  Christians,  sometimes  with 
those  who  were  inquiring  the  way  to 
heaven,  sometimes  with  persons  in 
great  trouble  of  mind,  whether  aris¬ 
ing  from  religious  impressions  or 
any  other  cause,  and  sometimes  he 
Would  write  to  persons  with  whom 
he  had  no  previous  intercourse,  when, 
by  any  providential  occurrences,  he 
imagined  the  mind  might  be  disposed 
to  attend  to  serious  advice.  With 
gome  of  the  latter  he  became  by  this 
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means  intimately  connected.  His 
letters  were  always  serious  and  faith¬ 
ful,  and  either  tender  or  alarming*,  as 
he  conceived  consolation  or  warning 
to  be  most  needed. 

To  all  who  were  beginning  to  walk 
in  the  way  to  heaven,  he  proved,  if 
opportunity  was  given  him,  a  steady, 
faithful,  and  devoted  friend.  He 
tasted  something  of  the  joys  of  heaven 
when  the  thoughtless  began  to  con¬ 
sider,  and  the  profligate  were  re¬ 
claimed,  and  particularly  when  young 
persons  would  consult  him  on  their 
spiritual  concerns.  Indeed,  few  joined 
the  church  with  which  he  was  con¬ 
nected,  to  whom  lie  had  not  been  in 
some  measure  useful.  Over  such  he 
watched  with  tender  anxiety,  wel¬ 
comed  them  to  his  house,  remembered 
them  in  his  prayers,  grieved  if  lie 
witnessed  anything  like  declension, 
and  probably  felt,  as  much  as  most 
ministers,  the  intense  interest  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  words  of  the  Apostle, 
u  Now  we  live  if  we  stand  fast  in  the 
Lord.” 

Mr.  B.  possessed,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  that  grace  which  is  of  such 
difficult  attainment,  and.  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  many  too  delicate  and  too 
pure  to  flourish  amidst  the  tumult, 
the  temptation,  and  the  corruption  of 
this  world  —  spiritual-mindedness. 
From  every  subject  he  could  turn, 
with  the  greatest  ease,  to  religion  ; 
and  this  transition  was  so  consistent 
with  his  general  character,  that  it 
appeared  perfectly  natural.  On  se¬ 
veral  of  his  papers  relating  to  busi¬ 
ness,  pious  reflexions,  or  devout 
aspirations,  have  been  found  in¬ 
scribed  ;  it  appears  that  his  mind 
could  not  endure  the  temporary  at¬ 
tention  to  worldly  concerns,  without 
frequently  turning  to  those  important 
objects  which  engrossed  his  whole 
soul.  The  pilgrim  would  not,  by 
attending  to  the  conveniences  of  the 
way,  have  his  eye  diverted  from  his 
home. 

About  four  years  before  his  death, 
he  {Suffered  very  severely  from  a  fall, 


which  produced  a  wound  in  his  leg,  and 
threatened  mortification.  He  always 
had  dreaded  pain,  lest  he  should  be 
impatient ;  but  God  was  better  to 
him  than  his  fears :  his  grace  was 
sufficient,  and  extreme  anguish  was 
endured  with  exemplary  resignation. 
He  seemed  principally  desirous  of 
being  useful  to  his  medical  attendant, 
who  waited  on  him  with  unwearied 
assiduity,  and  who  was  much  grati¬ 
fied  with  his  edifying  conversation. 

Mr.  B.  never '  entirely  recovered 
from  this  time.  He  felt  himself  gra¬ 
dually  decaying,  and  he  rejoiced  that 
lie  was  hastening;  to  the  end  of  his 
journey.  A  short  extract  from  one 
of  his  last  letters  will  show  the  state 
of  his  mind  ; — 

“  May  3,  1828. — I  am  about  to  scribble 
a  few  lines  to  my  dear  son  once  more.  I 
am  pleased  Mary  has  filled  so  much  of  the 
paper,  for  it  appears  to  me  I  am  fit  for  no¬ 
thing.  I  feel  ashamed  to  pray  with  my 
family,  my  memory  is  so  impaired.  While  ’ 
I  am  so  fast  sinking  to  the  dust,  may  you- 
be  as  the  sun,  when  he  goeth  forth  in  his 
strength  ;  and  when  I  shall  sleep  in  death, 
and  have  no  more  to  do  with  the  cares  of 
this  world,  O  may  you  walk  more  closely 
with  God  than  ever ;  may  you  be  strong  in 
the  grace  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  !  While 
I  live,  I  hope  to  commend  you  to  God  by 
prayer  daily  ;  do  the  same  for  poor  me. 
This  is  the  best  exercise.  I  had  not  thought 
to  have  passed  my  seventy  years.  Seeing  it  is 
God’s  will,  O  may  he  not  leave  me  now  I 
am  so  old  ;  but  may  he  uphold  me,  by  my 
right  hand,  till  I  am  brought  through  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death 

His  daughter,  who  was  favoured 
with  much  intercourse  with  him,  just 
previous  to  that  stroke  of  apoplexy 
which  took  away  his  faculties,  says : — 
et  His  seriousness  of  mind,  always 
remarkable,  still  increased  as  he  ap¬ 
proached  the  grave  ;  and  for  some 
months  before  the  great  change  took 
place,  while  the  state  of  his  health 
did  not,  by  any  means,  indicate  to 
his  friends  that  it  was  so  near,  he 
felt,  and  spake,  and  acted  as  one  that 
had  done  with  the  concerns  of  time, 
and  now  every  thing  must  have  im- 
niediate  reference  to  eternity.  For 
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many  years  it  had  been  his  practice 
to  number  his  days :  now  the  Right 
of  each  hour  seemed  to  be  marked 
with  intense  interest.  His  humility 
too,  and  self-abasement,  at  this  time 
became  deeper  and  deeper.  The  ex¬ 
pressions  he  used  in  family  prayer 
often  indicated  an  overwhelming 
sense  of  guilt  and  unworthiness.  He 
once  remarked,  "  It  is  said  the  righ¬ 
teous  shall  wax  stronger ;  but  I  am 
sure  I  grow  weaker  and  weaker.” 
When  reminded  that  Paul  said, 
“  When  I  am  weak,  then  am  1  strong,” 
he  was  pleased  with  the  suggestion, 
but  repeated,  i(  I  am  weak  indeed.” 
One  evening  I  entered  the  room 
where  he  was  sitting  alone,  and  took 
a  seat  near  him  ;  he  appeared  to  be 
deeply  engaged  in  solemn  musings, 
and  did  not  observe  me  ;  but  pre¬ 
sently  ejaculated,  with  considerable 
emotion  —  “  Pardon  —  pardon — par¬ 
don, — and  purify !”  This  was  but 
two  or  three  days  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  his  last  illness. 

u  The  last  day  of  his  intercourse 
with  his  family  was  a  very  remark¬ 
able  one  ;  he  then  felt  himself  unwell 
from  a  cold,  but  rose  at  fan  early 
hour,  and  went  to  his  usual  place  of 
retirement — that  beloved  spot  which 
he  was  after  to  visit  no  more.  Never 
can  his  friends  forget  the  an^ety  he 
manifested  on  that  day,  to  seize  every 
opportunity  of  religious  improve¬ 
ment,  either  by  reading,  exhortation, 
or  familiar  conversation,  on  the  most 
important  subjects.  With  me  he 
conversed  with  freedom  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  concerning  his  past  experience, 
and  the  exercise  of  soul  he  had  lately 
endured.  These  had  arisen  from 
fresh  and  violent  assaults  of  the  great 
enemy  of  souls,  with  regard  to  the 
very  foundation  of  all  religion.  In 
reference  to  these  infidel  suggestions, 
he  observed,  “  But  I  must  soon 
know.”  He  closed  his  conversations 
by  a  fervent  benediction  on  my  head, 
which  he  repeated  in  other  words,  on 
my  taking  leave  of  him  for  the  night, 
adding,  to  the  usuai  salutations. 


“  May  you  have  much  grace,  that 
you  may  be  happy  in  life  and  happy 
in  death  !”.  He  retired  rather  early 
to  rest,  and  appeared  to  his  partner 
to  enjoy  comfortable  repose ;  but  in 
the  morning  was  seized  with  apo¬ 
plexy,  while  in  the  act  of  rising,  at 
his  usual  early  hour  of  prayer. 

From  this  time  he  continued  with¬ 
out  manifesting  any  decided  symp¬ 
toms  of  consciousness  or  recognition, 
and  seemingly  alive  only  to  the  im¬ 
pressions  of  uneasiness  and  pain. 
His  sons,  who  lived  at  a  distance, 
when  informed  of  his  illness,  hastened 
to  take  a  last  farewell  of  their  revered 
father,  hoping  that  he  might  be  spared 
to  bestow  on  them  a  parting  benedic¬ 
tion  ;  but  they  arrived  only  in  time 
to  witness  his  ang'uish,  and  to  hear 
his  groans.  He  was  not  permitted 
to  utter  a  word  of  counsel  or  advice. 
Sometimes  he  fixed  his  eyes  so 
pointedly  on  those  wdio  came  from  a 
distance,  that  they  could  scarcely  re¬ 
frain  from  believing  that  he  recol¬ 
lected  them ;  but  no  answer  was  re¬ 
turned  to  any  question  which  their 
atfection  induced  them  to  ask  him. 
The  day  before  his  death  his  eldest 
son  read  to  him  the  23d  Psalm :  the 
sound  of  a  voice  well-known  to  him, 
but  with  winch  he  had  not  lately  been 
familiar,  seemed  to  recall  him  to  a 
momentary  consciousness.  Whilst  the 
third  and  fourth  verses  were  read, 
he  looked  as  if  he  could  feel  the  value 
of  the  prpmise  of  his  Shepherd’s  pre¬ 
sence,  while  passing'  through  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death ;  and 
he  appeared  to  join  in  several  petitions 
which  were  afterwards  presented. 

At  an  early  hour  of  Friday,  the 
19th  of  May,  1826,  his  family  was 
summoned  around  his  bed,  to  witness 
the  last  struggle.  Only  one  of  his 
children  was  unable,  by  the  distance 
of  her  place  of  residence,  to  be  pre¬ 
sent.  His  respiration  was  very  dif¬ 
ficult,  and  he  seemed  to  suffer  much  ; 
but  his  sympathizing  relatives,  when 
his  breast  had  heaved  the  last  sigh, 
could  aot  avoid  eoutrastiug  the 
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agony  of  flying,  with  the  rest  into 
which  it  introduced  him :  they  were 
confident  that  he  was  gone,  where 
God  wipes  away  all  tears  from  the 
eyes,  and  where  there  is  no  more 
death,  neither  sorrow  nor  crying, 
neither  is  there  any  more  pain  and 
they  could  not  but  give  thanks  to 
God,  that  he  had  released  the  head 
of  dheir  family  from  the  miseries  of 
this  present  world. 

May  the  widow  and  eleven  chil¬ 
dren  whom  he  has  left, — twro  of  his 
sons  beinP'  engraved  in  the  work  of 
the  ministry — enjoy  the  protection  of 
him  who  is  the  Father  of  the  father¬ 
less,  and  the  Judge  of  the  widow ; 
and  while  they  have  the  benefit  of  an 
example  so  bright,  and  of  prayer 
presented  for  them  with  so  much  fer¬ 
vency,  may  they  learn  more  and 
more  to  imitate  the  excellences  which 
they  have  witnessed,  and  be  at  length 
permitted  to  join  him  in  everlasting 
felicity ! 

A  paper  was  found,  connected  with 
his  will,  containing  a  few  memo¬ 
randums  of  what  he  wishes  to  be 
done,  and  the  following  striking 
Address : — 

“  June  28,  1823.—  I  have  Ibis  day  settled 
all  my  affairs.  I  want  no  commendation. 
I  tear  the  evil  will  much  outweigh  the  good. 
I  would  say,  ‘  Enter  not  into  judgment  with 
me,  O  Lord  and,  like  the  Rev.  Mr.  Scott, 

*  Do  not  abhor  me,’  &c.  O  to  be  lound  in 
Christ !  may  he  be  my  strength  and  righte¬ 
ousness,  my  Jesus  and  my  all !  I  have  been 
long  looking  lor  my  changes  ;  let  all  that 
survive  be  thankful  that  I  have  my  wish.  It 
is  better  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Christ. 
Happy  for  those  who  have  lei t  all  their  sor¬ 
row's  below,  and  have  exchanged  earth  for 
heaven.  Farewell,  Edith,  may  the  ever¬ 
lasting  God  be  your  guide  and  portion ! 
Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith.  Adieu,  chil¬ 
dren  !  O  may  God  be  your  father !  Live  in 
lQve.  Fear  the  Lord.  Seek  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  his  righteousness.  Prepare 
diiily  for  a  happy  eternity.  Come,  Lord 
Jesus  !  Amen  and  Amen.” 

A  friend,  who  belongs  not  to  the 
same  Christian  Society,  says  —  “  \ 


have  for  many  years  watched  the 
progress  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Barling 
with  great  interest;  and  I  consider 
it  one  of  the  greatest  privileges  of 
my  life,  to  have  marked  the  progress 
and  the  termination  of  so  remarkable 
a  course.  It  is  a  happiness  which  I 
cannot  expect  to  know  again.  I 
admired  his  steadiness.  During  the 
time  that  he  continued  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Church  at  Wey¬ 
mouth,  there  were  many  changes ; 
often  were  its  affairs  very  unsettled, 
sometimes  he  witnessed  what  he  could 
not  approve  ;  but  whether  the  cause 
was  increasing,  or  declining,  he  uni¬ 
formly  maintained  his  post :  nothing 
induced  him  to  relinquish  or  remit 
his  exertions  to  promote  the  cause  of 
religion  in  that  Society.  I  admired 
his  spiritual-mindedness.  During 
the  course  of  fifty  years,  many  of 
which  were  engaged  in  business, 
with  all  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  an 
increasing,  and  at  last  numerous  fa¬ 
mily,  he  never  displayed  a  worldly 
spirit,  but  constantly  his  affections 
were  set  on  things  above.  I  ad¬ 
mired,  too,  the  affectionate  manner  in 
which  he  endeavoured  to  cherish 
sentiments  of  piety  in  those  in  whom 
he  perceived  hopeful  signs  of  the 
commencement  of  a  work  of  grace. 
A  father  could  not  be  more  affec¬ 
tionate  to  his  children,  than  he  was 
to  such  persons.  I  have  contem¬ 
plated  him  with  delight  to  the  very 
close  of  life  ;  there  has  been  nothing 
unworthy  of  the  high  character  which 
he  sustained.  All  has  been  consistent 
and  uniform.  ‘  The  memory  of  the 
just  is  blessed.’” 


N.  B.  The  Report  of  the  May  Meetings, 
furnished  in  another  part  of  the  Magazine, 
has  rendered  it  necessary  to  suppress  Essay 
matter,  and  also  many  other  interesting 
communications,  which  will  appear  in  a 
future  number. 
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THE  MILLENNIUM. 

(A  Sc  6710  from  Pollok’s  “  Course  of  Time  A) 

The  animals,  as  once  in  Eden,  lived 

In  peace.  The  wolf  dwelt  with  the  lamb,  the  bear 

And  leopard  with  the  ox.  With  looks  of  love. 

The  tiger  and  the  scaly  crocodile 
Together  met,  at  Gambia’s  palmy  wave. 

Perched  on  the  eagle’s  wing,  the  bird  of  song, 
Singing,  arose,  and  visited  the  sun  ; 

And  with  the  falcon  sat  the  gentle  lark. 

The  little  child  leaped  from  his  mother’s  arms, 

And  stroked  the  crested  snake,  and  rolled  unhurt 
Among  his  speckled  waves,  and  wished  him  home ; 
And  sauntering  school-boys,  slow  returning,  played 
At  eve  about  the  lion’s  den,  and  wove, 

Into  his  shaggy  mane,  fantastic  flowers. 

To  meet  the  husbandman,  early  abroad, 

Hasted  the  deer,  and  waved  its  woody  head  ; 

And  round  his  dewy  steps,  the  hare,  unscared, 
Sported,  and  toyed  familiar  with  his  dog. 

The  flocks  and  herds,  o’er  hill  and  valley  spread, 
Exulting,  cropped  the  ever-budding  herb. 

The  desert  blossomed,  and  the  barren  sung. 

Justice  and  Mercy,  Holiness  and  Love, 

Among  the  people  walked  ;  Messiah  reigned, 

And  earth  kept  Jubilee  a  thousand  years. 


REVIEW  OF  RELIGIOUS  PUBLICATIONS, 


1.  Four,  Discourses  on  the  Sacrifice 
and  Priesthood  of  Jesus  Christ  ;  and 
on  Atonement  and  Iledemptioti.  By  John 
Pye  Smith,  D.D.  8vo.  pp.  316,  8$, 

B.  J.  Holdsworth. 

2,  A  Treatise  on  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Atonement.  By  Charles  Jerram, 
M.A.,  Vicar  of  Chobbam,  Surrey,  $vo. 
xviii.  330.  9s. 

Wilson,  Essex-streef. 

The  subjects  discussed  in  these  volumes 
are  unrivalled  in  sublimity  and  importance. 
They  embrace  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
entire  system  of  God’s  moral  government, 
in  relation  to  the  salvation  of  the  human 
race ;  and  carry  the  mind  over  the  wide 
range  of  the  successive  dispensations  of  re¬ 
vealed  religion.  From  the  nature  of  the 
topics  examined  by  the  learned  and  amia¬ 
ble  authors,  a  minute  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  highly  unscriptural  and  per¬ 
nicious  dogmas  of  Socinianism ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  crude  notions  of 
many  Trinitarians  and  Calvinists  are 
brought  to  the  test  of  the  <(  living  oracles/? 


and  proved  to  originate  in  human  error  and 
prejudice.  It  would  be  difficult  to  refer  our 
readers  to  two  other  volumes  in  the  language, 
of  equal  value,  on  the  momentous  doctrine 
of  substitution.  Were  we  to  place  any 
works  in  comparison  with  them,  it  Would  be 
Dr.  Wardlaw’s  first  volume  on  the  Socinian 
Controversy,  and  Mr.  Fuller’s  view  of  the 
Calvinistic  and  SQcinian  Systems,  Of  all 
the  four  authors,  it  may  be  affirmed,  that 
they  hold  the  same  general  View  of  the 
Atonement,  as  a  satisfaction  to  the  public 
honour  of  the  divine  government,  and  that 
they  have  conferred  a  lasting  obligation  on 
mankind.  We  are  not  indifferent  to  the 
extraordinary  merits  of  Dr.  Magee’s  elabo¬ 
rate  work  on  the  Atonement,  and  of  Dr. 
Smith’s  Testimony  to  the  Messiah  ;  but  the 
wide  range  of  both  these  productions  places 
them  in  a  department  of  theology  somewhat 
distinct  from  that  occupied  by  the  definite 
and  restricted  Essays  before  us. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  both 
volumes  are  amplifications  of  pamphlets 
which  appeared  several  years  since,  and 
which  procured  for  their  respective  authors 


